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What Does the Word ‘Tense’ Mean?
In the English language, the word ‘tense’ is used to denote a characteristic of the verb in a sentence. The tense of a verb is used to depict the particular time in which a specific event is taking place.
Definition of Tense
According to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, the term ‘tense’ is defined as “any of the forms of a verb that may be used to show the time of the action or state expressed by the verb.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary provides a slightly different definition. According to it, the word ‘tense’ is defined as “a distinction of form in a verb to express distinctions of time or duration of the action or state it denotes.”
“The tense of a verb group is its form, which usually shows whether you are referring to past, present, or future time”, according to the Collins Dictionary, and the Cambridge Dictionary defines ‘tense’ as ”any of the forms of a verb which show the time at which an action happened.”
How Important Is It to Know about Tenses?
Tenses are often considered to be the backbone and the most fundamental element of the English language. Without tense, everything seems to be absurd. Tenses help you describe actions that take place at different times. It helps to give clarity to your context and the information you are trying to convey. It also allows you to build complex sentence structures. So, if you want to be able to convey information clearly and promptly, you should know all the twelve tenses and how they are used.
Different Tenses in English
In English grammar, there are three main tenses, and they are each further classified into four different forms, which sum up to twelve tenses in total. The three tenses in English are:
· Present Tense
· Past Tense
· Future Tense
The four different forms are:
· Simple Tense Form
· Continuous Tense Form
· Perfect Tense Form
· Perfect Continuous Tense Form
So, the twelve tenses in English are as follows:
· Simple Present Tense
· Present Continuous Tense
· Present Perfect Tense
· Present Perfect Continuous Tense
· Simple Past Tense
· Past Continuous Tense
· Past Perfect Tense
· Past Perfect Continuous Tense
· Simple Future Tense
· Future Continuous Tense
· Future Perfect Tense
· Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Tips and Techniques to Master English Tenses
To improve your knowledge and usage of tenses, there are just a few things you have to keep in mind. Take a look at the following points.
· Keep a clear mind. Be ready to unlearn and relearn.
· Understand what tenses are and how they are used.
· There are particular patterns in which each tense is conjugated. The whole process would become a lot easier if you try to identify the patterns and understand them. For example, the continuous tense takes a helping verb and verb in the present participle form (verb+ ing).
· Go through as many examples as you can find. Practice as much as you can, and you will know how exactly each tense works out in different contexts.
· There are, of course, a few exceptions. You just have to go through them keenly and apply them. It will surely take time, but you will be able to master it with your determination and continuous effort.
· Above all, there is one thing that you should add to your list of to-do things. Read books (anything that is informative and interests you), watch movies, videos or even series. Without even your knowledge, you will be able to develop your vocabulary and learn so many different sentence structures that use various tense forms.
Frequently Asked Questions on Verb Tenses in English
Q1
What is tense?
In the English language, the word ‘tense’ is used to denote a characteristic of the verb in a sentence. The tense of a verb is used to depict the particular time in which a specific or event is taking place.
Q2
What is the definition of a tense?
According to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, the term ‘tense’ is defined as “any of the forms of a verb that may be used to show the time of the action or state expressed by the verb.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary provides a slightly different definition. According to it, the word ‘tense’ is defined as “a distinction of form in a verb to express distinctions of time or duration of the action or state it denotes.” “The tense of a verb group is its form, which usually shows whether you are referring to past, present, or future time”, according to the Collins Dictionary, and the Cambridge Dictionary defines ‘tense’ as ”any of the forms of a verb which show the time at which an action happened.”
Q3
What are the 12 different English tenses?
The twelve tenses in English are as follows:
· Simple Present Tense
· Present Continuous Tense
· Present Perfect Tense
· Present Perfect Continuous Tense
· Simple Past Tense
· Past Continuous Tense
· Past Perfect Tense
· Past Perfect Continuous Tense
· Simple Future Tense
· Future Continuous Tense
· Future Perfect Tense
· Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Letter Writing
· Formal Letter Writing In English
· Informal Letter Format In English
· Letter to Your Friend about Coronavirus
· Letter to Your Friend about Covid-19 Precautions
· Letter to Your Friend about Lockdown
· Letter to your Friend about Your Hobby
· Letter to Your Friend about Your School Trip
· Letter to Your Friend about Your School
· Letter to Your Friend about Your Summer Holidays
· Letter to Your Friend Describing Your Ancestral House
· Letter to Your Friend Describing Your Birthday Party
· Writing a Letter to Your Friend
Article Writing
	Article on Teachers’ Day
	Article on the Need to Save Water

	Article on Road Safety
	Article on Water Conservation

	Article on COVID-19
	Article on Yoga – Harnessing Your Inner Strength

	Article on Digital India
	Article on Independence Day

	Article on Environment
	Article on Junk Food

	Article on Health is Wealth
	Article on Pollution

	Article on the Importance of Education
	


Speech Topics for Kids
	Environment Day Speech
	Speech on Mahatma Gandhi

	Speech About Friendship
	Speech on Teachers

	Speech on Education
	Vote of Thanks Speech in English


Slogans for Kids
	Bhagat Singh’s Slogans
	Slogans on Cleanliness

	Environment Day Slogans
	Slogans on Pollution

	Slogans on Plastic
	Slogans on Save Water

	Slogans on Air Pollution
	


English How to Articles,
	How To Improve English
	How To Write A Report

	How To Learn English
	How To Write A Research Proposal

	How To Start A Conversation
	How To Write A Summary

	How To Write A Blog
	How To Write An Introduction

	How To Write A Book Review
	How To Write Ordinal Numbers Correctly

	How To Write A Conclusion
	How To Write Self Evaluation

	How To Write A Hypothesis
	How To Write A News Report

	How To Write A Poem
	


English Language through the Ages
The English Language belongs to the Indo-European family of languages. The outstanding characteristics that indicate the Indo-Europeanness of the languages belonging to the family are its structure and vocabulary. The English language came into being in the Anglo-Saxon period, which has been replaced by the term ‘Old English’. The evolution of the English language can be said to be in three stages – Old English (from the earliest works till 1100), Middle English (from 1100 to 1450) and Modern English (from 1500 to the Present Day). The English language has been changing from day one. It has been evolving and will continue to do so with the changing time and scenarios. From having an inflexional system that was relatively full to lesser or no inflexions at all, the English language has been sculptured to become what it is today.
Learning the Global Language
Language is generally used to express one’s thoughts and feelings in words, in written or spoken form. Language can ease the channel for communication and allow the spontaneous flow of thoughts. Language can be used to state facts as well as to arouse feelings.
With British rule that captured almost the whole of the world, the English language also became the most common language learnt and known by all. In a country like India, where every state has a different language, it is easier to learn the English language than learn the many different languages spoken in and around the country.
English has become the prime language of communication in the fields of education, industry, business and power. An individual who is well-educated and has a good command of the English language is the one who would be a good fit for any kind of job. We find a lot of young graduates who fail to clear interviews just because they lack good English communication. People pay to learn basic English language skills just to be able to prove their credibility in a field of work they are otherwise suitable for.
It is good that you have made a decision to master the art of good communication before it is too late. Start your journey to master the English language now.
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Understanding the Present Continuous Tense
The present continuous tense, as the name suggests, is the form of tense that is used to denote an action that is ongoing or occurring in that current moment. It is also referred to as the present progressive tense as they represent the action that is progressing in the present. Let us now take a look at the definitions provided by various dictionaries about the present continuous tense.
Definition of the Present Continuous Tense
The Cambridge Dictionary defines the ‘present continuous tense’ as “the verb form used for actions or events that are happening or developing now.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the present continuous tense is defined as “a verb form consisting of an auxiliary be in the present tense followed by a present participle and used especially to indicate that a present action or event is in progress, being repeated, or of a temporary nature or to express the future.” The present continuous tense is “the tense used to talk about actions or behaviour that are in progress now or planned for the future”, according to the Macmillan Dictionary.
Structure of the Present Continuous Tense
There is definitely just one formula to mastering the present continuous tense and this is how it goes.
	Subject + am/is/are + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence


However, there is something more you should pay attention to. You should also learn how the sentences with the present continuous tense form of the verb are structured when they are positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative.
Have a look at the table given below to have a deeper understanding of the structure of the present continuous tense.
	Structure of the Present Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + am/is/are + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + am/is/are + not + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Am/is/are + subject + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Isn’t/aren’t + subject + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
(Or)
Am/is/are + subject + not + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I am reading a newspaper.
· You are doing it wrong.
· He is playing tennis.
	Examples:
· I am not reading a newspaper.
· You are not doing it wrong.
· He is not playing tennis.
	Examples:
· Am I reading a newspaper?
· Are you doing it wrong?
· Is he playing tennis?
	Examples:
· Am I not reading a newspaper?
· Are you not doing it wrong? / Aren’t you doing it wrong?
· Is he not playing tennis? / Isn’t he playing tennis?


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Present Continuous Tense
When using the present continuous tense, make sure you follow the sentence structure exactly.
· Always start with the subject when it is a positive or negative sentence and with the helping verb when it is in the interrogative format.
· A sentence with the present continuous tense consists of a helping verb (‘to be’ form of verbs) and a main verb. The helping verbs can be ‘am’ for the pronoun ‘I’, ‘is’ for singular subject and ‘are’ for a plural subject.
· Just note that like the other pronouns, the pronoun ‘am’ cannot be used in the negative form in an interrogative sentence. Instead of ‘amn’t’, ‘aren’t’ is used.
For example:
· 
· Amn’t I reading a newspaper? Wrong
· Aren’t I reading a newspaper? Correct
The present continuous tense can never be used with stative verbs.
Uses of the Present Continuous Tense
Like the simple present tense, the present continuous tense is also generally used to talk about an action that is taking place in the present. The only difference is that it denotes an action that is continuing to happen or progressing at the current moment.
Take a look at the following points that elaborate on the more specific uses of the present continuous tense.
· It is used to represent an action that is happening or progressing in the moment that the speaker is speaking.
For example:
· My son is working on his science project.
· Santana is singing Don’t Rain on my Parade.
· It is used to depict a future event or arrangement.
For example:
· What are you planning to do tomorrow?
· I heard that Rachel is moving to Paris next month.
· It is used to denote an action that is going on or continuing at the time of speaking.
For example:
· Is she still working at the National Institute of Medical Sciences?
· I am currently taking guitar lessons so that I could play for your wedding.
Examples of Present Continuous Tense
Going through more and more examples can only make you an expert in the particular subject or topic. So , here you go. Check out the examples of sentences using the present continuous tense given below.
10 Sentences Using the Present Continuous Tense
· My mom is cooking dinner.
· The band is playing all the classics.
· Monica and Rachel are going on a trip tomorrow.
· Sheethal is not practising for the final audition.
· I am trying out something new.
· They are not travelling to London next week.
· Are you watching a movie tonight?
· Is your phone working properly now?
· The children are loving the new park.
· Diana is playing the main role in the play.
Test Your Understanding of the Present Continuous Tense
Having gone through all the given examples, you should have understood really well. Check your understanding of the present continuous tense by filling in the blanks in the following sentence with the right form of tense using the verbs given in the brackets.
1. ______ the clock ________ (work)?
2. The teachers ___________ (plan) to dance to all the latest songs on Childrens Day.
3. ______ she ___________ (play – negative) the piano anymore?
4. The dog __________ (run) all around the garden.
5. We ____________ (go – negative) to the party tomorrow.
6. The Bellas ___________ (perform) the songs of the 80s.
7. Will, Smith and Sherlock ___________ (dance) well.
8. _______ I __________ (look) good today?
9. Trinita and Vinitha ____________ (ride) on their new cat.
10. _____ he still ________ (stand) there?

Ready to see if you got it all right. Check out the answers given below.
1. Is the clock working?
2. The teachers are planning to dance to all the latest songs on Childrens Day.
3. Is she not playing the piano anymore?
4. The dog is running all around the garden.
5. We are not going to the party tomorrow.
6. The Bellas are performing the songs of the 80s.
7. Will, Smith and Sherlock are dancing well.
8. Am I looking good today?
9. Trinita and Vinitha are riding on their new cat.
10. Is he still standing there?
Frequently Asked Questions on Present Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the present continuous tense?
The Present Continuous Tense, as the name suggests, is the form of tense that is used to denote the action that is ongoing or occuring in that current moment. It is also referred to as the present progressive tense as they represent the action that is progressing in the present.
Q2
What is the definition of the present continuous tense?
The Cambridge Dictionary defines the ‘present continuous tense’ as “the verb form used for actions or events that are happening or developing now.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the present continuous tense is defined as “a verb form consisting of an auxiliary be in the present tense followed by a present participle and used especially to indicate that a present action or event is in progress, being repeated, or of a temporary nature or to express the future.” The present continuous tense is “the tense used to talk about actions or behaviour that are in progress now or planned for the future”, according to the Macmillan Dictionary.
Q3
What is the formula to be followed when using the present continuous tense?
The formula to be kept in mind and used when writing or speaking a sentence in the present continuous tense is as follows:
Subject + am/is/are + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
Q4
Give some examples of the present continuous tense.
Here are a few examples to show you how the present continuous tense is used.
· The band is playing all the classics.
· Monica and Rachel are going on a trip tomorrow.
· Sheethal is not practising for the final audition.
· Are you watching a movie tonight?
· Is your phone working properly now?
Q5
What are the uses of the present continuous tense?
The present continuous tense can be used to talk about an action that
· is happening or progressing in the moment that the speaker is speaking.
· depicts a future event or arrangement.
· is going on or continuing at the time of speaking.
Table of Contents
· What Is the Present Perfect Tense?
· Definition of the Present Perfect Tense
Structure and Formula of the Present Perfect Tense
Rules to Be Followed When Using the Present Perfect Tense
Uses of the Present Perfect Tense
Examples of the Present Perfect Tense
Check Your Understanding of the Present Perfect Tense
Frequently Asked Questions on the Present Perfect Tense
What Is the Present Perfect Tense?
The present perfect tense is employed in a sentence to represent an action that just happened in the recent past and still has its effect in the present or an action that represents an indefinite time in the past. To have a clearer idea of the tense, let us look at how different dictionaries define the tense.
Definition of the Present Perfect Tense
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines the present perfect tense as “the form of a verb that expresses an action done in a time period up to the present, formed in English with the present tense of ‘have’ and the ‘past participle’ of the verb, as in I have eaten.” According to the Cambridge Dictionary, the present perfect tense is defined as “the form of the verb used for actions or events that have been completed or have happened in a period of time up to now.”
A much more elaborate definition is given by the Collins Dictionary and according to it, “the present perfect tenses of a verb are the ones used to talk about things which happened before the time you are speaking or writing but are relevant to the present situation, or things that began in the past and are still happening.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the present perfect tense as one “relating to, or constituting a verb tense that is traditionally formed in English with have and a past participle and that expresses an action or state begun in the past and completed at the time of speaking (as in “I have finished”) or continuing in the present (as in “We have lived here for several years”).
Structure and Formula of the Present Perfect Tense
The general formula of the present perfect tense is as described below:
	Subject + have/has + past participle + the rest of the sentence


The structure of the present perfect tense can be analysed with reference to positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative types of sentences. Have a look at the table given below for a closer look at the same.
	Structure of the Present Perfect Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + have/has + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + have/has + not + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Have/has + subject + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Have/has + subject + not + past participle + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Haven’t / hasn’t + subject + past participle + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I have finished my work.
· You have finished your work.
· He has finished his work.
· She has finished her work.
· They have finished their work.
	Examples:
· I have not finished my work.
· You have not finished your work.
· He has not finished his work.
· She has not finished her work.
· They have not finished their work.
	Examples:
· Have I finished my work?
· Have you finished your work?
· Has he finished his work?
· Has she finished her work?
· Have they finished their work?
	Examples:
· Haven’t I finished my work?
· Haven’t you finished your work?
· Hasn’t he finished his work?
· Hasn’t she finished her work?
· Haven’t they finished their work?
· Have you not finished your work?
· Has she not finished her work?
· Has he not finished his work?
· Have they not finished their work?


Rules to be Followed When Using the Present Perfect Tense
The very first thing that you will have to learn before you start using present perfect tense is how past participles are formed. In the English language, a past participle is formed by adding an ‘ed’ to the base form of the verb in most cases. However, there are a number of irregular verbs that have different spellings and do not, in any way, follow the concept of adding ‘ed’ to the base form like regular verbs. You can take a look at the extensive list of irregular verbs to analyse how these verbs are in their past participle form.
The next point to remember is that a sentence with the past perfect form of the verb uses two verbs – a helping verb and a main verb. ‘Have’ and ‘has’ are the two helping verbs that are used. ‘Have’ is used when the pronouns ‘I’, ‘you’, ‘they’ or plural nouns act as the subject in a sentence. ‘Has’ is used when the pronouns ‘he’, ‘she’, ‘it’ or singular nouns act as the subject.
Uses of the Present Perfect Tense
The present perfect tense can be used
· To denote an action or event that happened or started in the past and still has its impact or some connection to the subject in the present.
· To indicate an action that happened in the past and continues to occur in the present.
· To connect the events of the present to the events that happened in the past.
Examples of the Present Perfect Tense
Learn how to use the present perfect tense effectively by going through the examples given below.
	Examples of Present Perfect Tense

	Pronouns / Nouns
	Examples

	I
	I have worked as a teacher for two years.

	You
	You have worked as a teacher for two years.

	We
	We have worked as teachers for two years.

	He
	He has worked as a teacher for two years.

	She
	She has worked as a teacher for two years.

	They
	They have worked as teachers for two years.

	It
	It has been here the whole time.

	Singular noun
	Michael has worked as a teacher for two years.

	Plural noun
	Devika and Priscilla have worked as teachers for two years.


Check Your Understanding of the Present Perfect Tense
Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form of the present perfect tense in the following sentences:
1. We ___________ (find – negative) it yet.
2. Venu and Parvati ____________ (invited) all their friends for today’s party.
3. Shashi _________ (sleep – negative) all night.
4. ________ he _________ (finish) his work?
5. It ___________ (be – negative) the same ever since you left.
6. They __________ (buy) a 2BHK flat.
7. You ___________ (come) to the right place.
8. _______ you ever ________ (be) to Malaysia?
9. Do you know why she __________ (like – negative) it?
10. ________ you _________ (hear) about the new education policies?

Check if you have used the right form of the tense from the following sentences.
1. We have not found it yet.
2. Venu and Parvati have invited all their friends for today’s party.
3. Shashi has not slept all night.
4. Has he finished his work?
5. It has not been the same ever since you left.
6. They have bought a 2BHK flat.
7. You have come to the right place.
8. Have you ever been to Malaysia?
9. Do you know why she has not liked it?
10. Have you heard about the new education policies?
Frequently Asked Questions on the Present Perfect Tense
Q1
What is the present perfect tense?
The present perfect tense is employed in a sentence to represent an action that just happened in the recent past and still has its effect in the present or an action that represents an indefinite time in the past.
Q2
What is the definition of the present perfect tense?
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines the present perfect tense as “the form of a verb that expresses an action done in a time period up to the present, formed in English with the present tense of ‘have’ and the ‘past participle’ of the verb, as in I have eaten.” According to the Cambridge Dictionary, the present perfect tense is defined as “the form of the verb used for actions or events that have been completed or have happened in a period of time up to now.”
Q3
What is the formula of the present perfect tense?
The general formula of the present perfect tense is as described below:
Subject + have/has + past participle + the rest of the sentence
Q4
What are the rules to be followed when using the present perfect tense?
The point that you should keep in mind when using the present perfect tense is that it has two verbs – a helping verb and a main verb. ‘Have’ and ‘has’ are the two helping verbs that are used. This is followed by the main verb which appears in its past participle form.
Q5
Give some examples of the present perfect tense form.
Given below are a few examples of sentences using the present perfect form of the verb.
· Veena has not reached home yet.
· All the children have finished their assignments.
· Rinita has eaten all the mangoes.
· I have not watched the movie yet.
· Has she still not gone to the hospital?
Q6
What are the uses of the present perfect tense?
The present perfect tense can be used
· To denote an action or event that happened or started in the past and still has its impact or some connection to the subject in the present.
· To indicate an action that happened in the past and continues to occur in the present.
· To connect the events of the present to the events that happened in the past.
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What Is the Present Perfect Continuous Tense?
The present perfect continuous tense is employed in a sentence to indicate an action that started in the recent past and is still continuing in the present. It is also referred to as the present perfect progressive tense as the action progresses from the past to the present.
Definition of the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines the ‘present perfect continuous tense’ as a tense that is used to ‘talk about an action or activity that started in the past and continues now or has only just stopped’.
Formula and Structure of the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
The present perfect continuous tense can be formed by following the formula given below.
	Subject + have/has + been + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence


Like every other tense, the sentence structure of the present perfect continuous tense can be analysed in its positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative kinds of sentences.
	Structure of the Present Perfect Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + have/has + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + have/has + not + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Have/has + subject + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Have/has + subject + not + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Haven’t / hasn’t + subject + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I have been working on this project for a week.
· You have been working on this project for a week.
· He has been working on this project for a week.
· She has been working on this project for a week.
· They have been working on this project for a week.
	Examples:
· I have not been working on this project for a week.
· You have not been working on this project for a week.
· He has not been working on this project for a week.
· She has not been working on this project for a week.
· They have not been working on this project for a week.
	Examples:
· Have I been working on this project for a week?
· Have you been working on this project for a week?
· Has he been working on this project for a week?
· Has she been working on this project for a week?
· Have they been working on this project for a week?
	Examples:
· Haven’t I been working on this project for a week?
· Haven’t you been working on this project for a week?
· Hasn’t he been working on this project for a week?
· Hasn’t she been working on this project for a week?
· Haven’t they been working on this project for a week?
· Have you not been working on this project for a week?
· Has she not been working on this project for a week?
· Has he not been working on this project for a week?
· Have they not been working on this project for a week?


Points to be Remembered When Using the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Similar to the present perfect tense, the present perfect continuous tense also consists of helping verbs and main verbs. The only difference is that instead of one helping verb and one main verb in the past participle form, the present perfect continuous tense uses two helping verbs and a main verb in the present participle form. The helping verbs used are ‘have’ or ‘has’ along with ‘been’. These verbs are followed by the present participle of the main verb, which is formed by adding an ‘ing’ to the base verb.
The other fact that you should remember is that, like the present perfect tense, the helping verbs ‘have’ and ‘has’ are used in accordance with the pronoun or noun used in the sentence.
The Present Perfect Continuous Tense – Uses
The present perfect continuous tense can be used for the following reasons:
· It can be used to represent the progress of an unfinished action that started in the past until now.
· It can be used to depict a finished action that started in the past and just stopped recently.
· It can also be used to denote a temporary or habitual action that started in the past and continues in the present.
Examples of the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Take a look at the following table of examples to see how the present perfect continuous tense is used differently with different pronouns and nouns.
	Examples of Present Perfect Continuous Tense

	Pronouns / Nouns
	Examples

	I
	I have been working as a doctor for two years.

	You
	You have been working as a doctor for two years.

	We
	We have been working as doctors for two years.

	He
	He has been working as a doctor for two years.

	She
	She has been working as a doctor for two years.

	They
	They have been working as doctors for two years.

	It
	It has been raining for a week now.

	Singular noun
	Firoz has been working as a doctor for two years.

	Plural noun
	Manoj and Dheeraj have been working as doctors for two years.


Present Perfect Continuous Tense Vs Present Perfect Tense
Most English language learners have a dilemma when it comes to choosing between the present perfect tense and the present perfect continuous tense. You can do away with this confusion if you understand the difference between the two and the situations in which they are used. Check out the table given below to learn more.
	Present Perfect Tense
	Present Perfect Continuous Tense

	The present perfect tense is used to represent actions or events that have started and completed in the recent past and still have its effect in the present.
	The present perfect continuous tense, on the other hand, is used to depict an action or event that started in the recent past and is still continuing at the time when the speaker is referring to it.

	For example: Preethi has worked as an English teacher for two years.
	For example: Preethi has been working as an English teacher for two years.

	The above sentence means that Preethi has worked as a teacher for two years and works or does not work as a teacher anymore.
	The above sentence means that Preethi has been working as a teacher for two years and is still working as a teacher now.


Test Your Understanding of the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the present perfect continuous form of the verb in the following sentences:
1. I ____________ (watch) this movie for two hours.
2. Sam ____________ (ask) for you.
3. Indrajith ___________ (dance) all day.
4. Joji and Shaji _____________ (plan) to go to Hyderabad next week.
5. _______ you ____________ (look) for this bag?
6. I ________________ (work out – negative) for two months now.
7. Cherina ______________ (work) on this essay for a week.
8. ____________ he ______________ (try) to get into Jawaharlal Nehru University? Is there any progress?
9. They _______________ (practise) for the farewell programme.
10. Manu ________________ (think) of sending in his resignation letter.

Find out if you have used the right form of the verb by checking the answers given below.
1. I have been watching this movie for two hours.
2. Sam has been asking for you.
3. Indrajith has been dancing all day.
4. Joji and Shaji have been planning to go to Hyderabad next week.
5. Have you been looking for this bag?
6. I have not been working out for two months now.
7. Cherina has been working on this essay for a week.
8. Hasn’t he been trying to get into Jawaharlal Nehru University? Is there any progress?
9. They have been practising for the farewell programme.
10. Manu has been thinking of sending in his resignation letter.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Present Perfect Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the present perfect continuous tense?
The present perfect continuous tense is employed in a sentence to indicate an action that started in the recent past and is still continuing in the present. It is also referred to as the present perfect progressive tense as the action progresses from the past to the present.
Q2
What are the rules to be followed when using the present perfect continuous tense?
The points to be kept in mind when using the present perfect continuous tense is as follows:
· The present perfect continuous tense uses two helping verbs and a main verb in the present participle form. The helping verbs used are ‘have’ or ‘has’ along with ‘been’. These verbs are followed by the present participle of the main verb, which is formed by adding an ‘ing’ to the base verb.
· The other point that you should remember is that, like the present perfect tense, the helping verbs ‘have’ and ‘has’ are used in accordance with the pronoun or noun used in the sentence.
Q3
What is the formula of the present perfect continuous tense?
The present perfect continuous tense can be formed by following the formula given below.
Subject + have/has + been + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
Q4
What are the uses of the present perfect continuous tense?
The present perfect continuous tense can be used for the following reasons:
· It can be used to represent the progress of an unfinished action that started in the past until now.
· It can be used to depict a finished action that started in the past and just stopped recently.
· It can also be used to denote a temporary or habitual action that started in the past and continues in the present.
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The Simple Past Tense
The simple past tense, in English, is used to represent an action/event that took place in the past. With many verbs, the simple past tense is formed by adding an ‘ed’ or a ‘d’ to the end of the base verb. However, there are other verbs which behave differently and take different spellings when used in the simple past form.
Definition of Simple Past Tense
The ‘simple past tense’, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb used to describe an action that happened before the present time and is no longer happening. It is usually made by adding -ed.” The Collins Dictionary defines the ‘simple past tense’ as “a tense used to refer to the past.” The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple past tense as “the tense used to talk about habitual actions, behaviour, or situations that happened or existed before now.”
Structure of the Simple Past Tense
Learning the structure of the simple past tense can be made simple if you analyse how the tense is used in the positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative formats. Look at the table below to have a better understanding of the same.
	Structure of Simple Past Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + Verb in the past form (base form of the verb + ed/d for regular verbs or past tense form of the irregular verbs)
	Subject + Didn’t + Verb in the base form
	Did + Subject + Verb in the base form
	Didn’t + Subject + Verb in the base form

	Example: You spoke really well.
I had my breakfast.
	Example: You did not speak really well.
I did not have my breakfast.
	Example: Did you speak really well?
Did I have my breakfast?
	Example: Didn’t you speak really well?
Didn’t I have my breakfast?


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Simple Past Tense
When conjugating a verb in the simple past tense, there are a few points you have to bear in mind.
· Conjugating regular verbs – In order to present the main verb in the sentence, you just have to add ‘-ed’ to the end of the regular verb and ‘-d’ to the end of a regular verb which ends with an ‘e’.
For example: Reach – reached, kick – kicked, walk – walked, confess – confessed, work –
worked
Like – liked, introduce – introduced, force – forced, announce – announced,
` notice – noticed
· Verbs that remain the same – Some verbs take the same spelling as the base verb and remain the same in the past tense.
For example: Cut – cut, put – put, hurt – hurt, set – set, hit – hit
· Verbs that take different spelling patterns – Irregular verbs are seen to follow different spelling patterns and there is no rule as such to explain why they are so.
For example: Buy – bought, think – thought, draw – drew, drink – drank, see – saw
What Do You Use the Simple Past Tense For?
The simple past tense can be used to,
· Refer to an action or event that happened in the past
· Speak about something that was true for some time in the past
· Explain something that happened more than once in the past
Forming the Simple Past Tense – Examples
To help you understand how the simple past tense can be used, here are a few examples.
Referring to an action that happened in the past
· We went to the park yesterday evening.
· I totally forgot about the meeting.
· Manu opened the door for the guests.
Referring to an action that was true for some time in the past
· Karthik played tennis when he was in school.
· Miss Holly worked as a guest lecturer at our college.
· Santana used to love reading fantasy novels when she was younger.
Referring to an action that took place several times in the past
· I worked as an academic counsellor for six months.
· We enjoyed playing Pictionary every time we met.
· My father dropped me at school every day till I entered high school.
Test Your Understanding of Simple Past Tense
Fill in the blanks with the simple past tense of the verbs mentioned in the brackets:
1. I _____ (pay) the bills already.
2. The teacher ________ (motivate) her kids to stand up for themselves and their fellow classmates.
3. Reena ______ (to be) a student at Delhi University.
4. ______ you ______ (finish – interrogative) the science and maths assignments?
5. Tina __________ (know – negative) about yesterday’s test.
6. _________ he ________ (complete – negative interrogative) the paper yet?
7. Rahul __________ (play) basketball in college.
8. Will and Emma _________ (to be) at the fair.
9. Manish _________ (sell) all the sachets.
10. I _________ (think) about it, but I don’t think it will work.

Check out if you filled in the blanks with the right form of the verb.
1. I paid the bills already.
2. The teacher motivated her kids to stand up for themselves and their fellow classmates.
3. Reena was a student at Delhi University.
4. Did you finish the science and maths assignments?
5. Tina did not know about yesterday’s test.
6. Didn’t he complete the paper yet?
7. Rahul played basketball in college.
8. Will and Emma were at the fair.
9. Manish sold all the sachets.
10. I thought about it, but I don’t think it will work.
Frequently Asked Questions on Simple Past Tense in English
Q1
What is the past tense?
The simple past tense, in English, is used to represent an action event that took place in the past. With many vwebs, the simple past tense is formed by adding an ‘ed’ or a ‘d’ to the end of the base verb. However, there are other verbs which behave differently and take different spellings when used in the simple past form.
Q2
What is the definition of simple past tense?
The ‘simple past tense’, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb used to describe an action that happened before the present time and is no longer happening. It is usually made by adding -ed.” The Collins Dictionary defines the ‘simple past tense’ as “a tense used to refer to the past.” The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple past tense as “the tense used to talk about habitual actions, behaviour, or situations that happened or existed before now.”
Q3
What is the formula of the simple past tense?
The basic formula of the simple past tense is as follows:
Subject + verb in the past tense (verb + ‘ed/d’ for regular verbs)
Q4
Give some examples of the simple past tense.
Here are a few examples to show you how the simple past tense is used in sentences.
· We went to the park yesterday evening.
· My father dropped me at school every day till I entered high school.
· Santana used to love reading fantasy novels when she was younger.
· We enjoyed playing Pictionary every time we met.
· Manu opened the door for the guests.
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What Is the Past Continuous Tense?
The past continuous tense is employed in a sentence to represent an action or event that was going on in the past. In other words, it shows the progress of the action or event at a specific time in the past. The past continuous tense is, therefore, also called the ‘past progressive tense’. Take a look at how different dictionaries define the past continuous tense so that you can develop a clear idea of what it is.
Definition of the Past Continuous Tense
The past continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the grammatical form used for an action that someone was doing or an event that was happening at a particular time.” The Macmillan Dictionary defines the past continuous tense as “the tense used to talk about actions or behaviour that were begun and ended at some time in the past”, and according to the Collins Dictionary, it is defined as “a verb form consisting of an auxiliary be in the past tense followed by a present participle and used esp. to indicate that an action or event was incomplete or in progress at a point of reference in the past, as ‘was sleeping’ in I was sleeping when the phone rang.”
Formula and Structure of the Past Continuous Tense
Conjugating a verb in the past continuous tense can be made easier if you know and understand its formula and structure.
Here is the formula with which you can structure a sentence in the past continuous tense.
	Subject + was/were + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence


Now, learn how to write a positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative sentence by looking at the following table and examples given.
	Structure of the Past Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + was/were + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + was/were + not + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Was/were + subject + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
	Wasn’t/weren’t + subject + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
(Or)
Was/were + subject + not + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I was listening to the news.
· You were doing it again.
· He was driving a car.
· It was raining when you came.
	Examples:
· I was not listening to the news.
· You were not doing it again.
· He was not driving a car.
· It was not raining when you came.
	Examples:
· Was I listening to the news?
· Were you doing it again?
· Was he driving a car?
· Was it raining when you came?
	Examples:
· Wasn’t I listening to the news? / Was I not listening to the news?
· Weren’t you doing it again? / Were you not doing it again?
· Wasn’t he driving a car? / Was he not driving a car?
· Wasn’t it raining when you came? / Was it not raining when you came?


Using the Past Continuous Tense – Points to Remember
Knowing how to structure the verb in the past continuous tense can make your task easy. A verb, when used in the past continuous tense, always takes a helping verb (was or were) and a main verb. The helping verb is followed by the main verb, which happens to be in the present participle form (gerund form – base verb +ing). The sentence should start with a subject when it is a positive or negative sentence. When the tense is used in an interrogative or negative interrogative sentence, it should start with the helping verb, followed by the subject and the main verb.
Uses of the Past Continuous Tense
The past continuous tense can be put to use when,
· You want to convey parallel or simultaneous actions.
For example:
· Mercy was studying while her mom was cooking breakfast.
· She wasn’t listening properly when I was speaking.
· You want to speak about an overlapping action.
For example:
· I was watering the plants when my brother came home.
· When Joe was playing cricket, he sprained his ankle.
· You want to indicate an action at an overlapping time.
For example:
· At five o’clock, I was studying for the Maths exam.
· Yesterday, she was waiting for me in the evening.
· You want to emphasise an action or event that was taking place at some point in the past.
For example:
· He was working on his project all day.
· My mom was looking for these keys the whole day.
· You want to give details about the background of a story.
For example:
· When she woke up, the sun was shining, the birds were chirping, and the wind was swirling.
· The children were playing cricket, and the parents were watching happily.
Examples of the Past Continuous Tense
Now, take a look at a few more examples to enrich your knowledge of past continuous tense.
· The band was playing The Best of Me.
· I was not preparing for the test though I was scared.
· Were you not sleeping yesterday when I came home?
· I was thinking about meeting you.
· Brendon was talking to his class teacher when we were leaving home.
· The whole gang was laughing at the boy who tripped and fell down.
· My cousin was watching the new series that was released yesterday.
· My friends were waiting for me the whole day.
· The children were shouting when the teacher entered the class.
· Even at midnight, we were sitting on the balcony and talking.
30 Sentence Examples of Past Continuous Tense
Now, take a look at a few more examples to enrich your knowledge of past continuous tense.
· The band was playing The Best of Me.
· I was not preparing for the test though I was scared.
· Were you not sleeping yesterday when I came home?
· I was thinking about meeting you.
· Brendon was talking to his class teacher when we were leaving home.
· The whole gang was laughing at the boy who tripped and fell down.
· My cousin was watching the new series that was released yesterday.
· My friends were waiting for me the whole day.
· The children were shouting when the teacher entered the class.
· Even at midnight, we were sitting on the balcony and talking.
· It was snowing yesterday.
· They were eating at the restaurant.
· You were working yesterday.
· I was studying last night.
· I was waiting for the cab when I met Raj.
· The children were shouting when the teacher came in.
· It was midnight when it was raining.
· Everyone was clapping.
· Raj was practising the guitar after classes.
· The baby was laughing when I came into the room.
· The children were playing in the garden.
· The girls were dancing as the music played.
· The child was eating an apple.
· Trina was going to the library.
· The dog was barking in the night.
· The students were not studying for the test.
· The armies were going to war.
· My mother was baking a cake for me.
· The birds were chirping in the sky.
· The kite was flying in the sky.
Check Your Understanding of the Past Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the past continuous tense using the verbs given in the brackets.
1. Oshin _________ (prepare) dinner.
2. ______ he _________ (drive – negative) the car?
3. I ___________ (watch) TV when my mom came.
4. Sheela __________ (play) the lead role in the skit.
5. Yesterday, we _____________ (clean) the house when the guests arrived.
6. She ______________ (do – negative) what the teacher had asked her to do.
7. _______ you ________ (feel – negative) good yesterday?
8. I _________ (plan) to dance at my cousin’s wedding.
9. The train __________ (run) late by an hour.
10. We ___________ (go) to buy new clothes for all of us.

Find out if you answered it all correctly from the answers given below.
1. Oshin was preparing dinner.
2. Wasn’t he driving the car?
3. I was watching TV when my mom came.
4. Sheela was playing the lead role in the skit.
5. Yesterday, we were cleaning the house when the guests arrived.
6. She was not doing what the teacher had asked her to do.
7. Were you not feeling good yesterday?
8. I was planning to dance at my cousin’s wedding.
9. The train was running late by an hour.
10. We were going to buy new clothes for all of us.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Past Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the past continuous tense?
The past continuous tense is employed in a sentence to represent an action or event that was going on in the past. In other words, it shows the progress of the action or event at a specific time in the past. The past continuous tense is, therefore, also called the ‘past progressive tense’.
Q2
What is the definition of the past continuous tense?
The past continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the grammatical form used for an action that someone was doing or an event that was happening at a particular time.” The Macmillan Dictionary defines the past continuous tense as “the tense used to talk about actions or behaviour that were begun and ended at some time in the past”, and according to the Collins Dictionary, it is defined as “a verb form consisting of an auxiliary be in the past tense followed by a present participle and used esp. to indicate that an action or event was incomplete or in progress at a point of reference in the past, as ‘was sleeping’ in I was sleeping when the phone rang.”
Q3
What is the formula of the past continuous tense?
Understanding the past continuous tense could be made easy if you know the formula of the past continuous tense. The formula is as follows:
Subject + was/were + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
Q4
What are the uses of the past continuous tense?
Given below are the various reasons for which the past continuous tense can be used.
· To convey parallel or simultaneous actions.
· To speak about an overlapping action.
· To indicate an action at an overlapping time.
· To emphasise an action or event that was taking place at some point in the past.
· To give details about the background of a story.
Q5
Give some examples of the past continuous tense.
Here are a few examples of sentences using the past continuous tense.
· Brendon was talking to his class teacher when we were leaving home.
· The whole gang was laughing at the boy who tripped and fell down.
· My cousin was watching the new series that was released yesterday.
· My friends were waiting for me the whole day.
· The children were shouting when the teacher entered the class.
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What Is the Past Perfect Tense?
The past perfect tense is slightly different in its structure and use in a sentence from the simple past tense and the past continuous tense. The past perfect tense clearly states that one action took place before another action in the past. It can also be said that the past perfect tense represents a past action that took place in the past. Now, take a look at the definitions of the past perfect tense given by various dictionaries.
Definition of the Past Perfect Tense
The past perfect tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “ the form of a verb that is used to show that an action had already finished when another action happened.” The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines the past perfect tense as “the form of a verb that expresses an action completed before a particular point in the past, formed in English with had and the past participle.”
Another definition of the past perfect tense given by the Merriam Webster Dictionary is as follows. According to it, the past perfect tense is “ the form of the verb that is used in referring to an action that was completed by a particular time in the past.” The Collins Dictionary puts it a little differently. According to it, the past perfect tense is “a tense indicating an action as completed or a state as having ended before a specified or implied time in the past,” and they also call the tense with another term – ‘pluperfect.’
Structure and Formula of the Past Perfect Tense
Learning the structure and formula of the past perfect tense will help you in a way that you don’t expect. Obviously, anything becomes easy once you know what it is, right? So, here is the formula of the past perfect tense.
	Subject + had + past participle + the rest of the sentence


The structure of the past perfect tense can be learnt by analyisng how it is used in a positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative sentence.
	Structure of the Past Perfect Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + had + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + had + not + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Had + subject + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Had + subject + not + past participle + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Hadn’t + subject + past participle + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I had completed my assignment before everyone else even started.
· You had completed your assignment before everyone else even started.
· He had completed his assignment before everyone else even started.
· She had completed her assignment before everyone else even started.
· They had completed their assignment before everyone else even started.
	Examples:
· I had not completed my assignment.
· You had not completed your assignment.
· He had not completed his assignment.
· She had not completed her assignment.
· They had not completed their assignment..
	Examples:
· Had I completed my assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had you completed your assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had he completed his assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had she completed her assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had they completed their assignment before everyone else even started?
	Examples:
· Hadn’t I completed my assignment before everyone else even started?
· Hadn’t you completed your assignment before everyone else even started?
· Hadn’t he completed his assignment before everyone else even started?
· Hadn’t she completed her assignment before everyone else even started?
· Hadn’t they completed their assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had you not finished your assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had she not finished her assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had he not finished his assignment before everyone else even started?
· Had they not finished their assignment before everyone else even started?


Using the Past Perfect Tense – Points to Remember
The past perfect tense is similar to the present perfect tense in its structure. Like the present perfect tense, the past perfect tense also employs a helping verb (had) and the past participle of the main verb. The only difference is that the past perfect tense uses the same helping verb ‘had’ irrespective of the first, second or third pronoun being used as the subject. Past participles of regular verbs are usually the same as the past form, whereas most irregular verbs take different spellings when used in the past form and the past participle form. If you know the past participles correctly, you will not find any difficulty with understanding or employing the past perfect tense in your writing and speech.
Check out the article on irregular verbs if you need to just brush up your knowledge of how the verbs form their past and past participle forms.
Uses of the Past Perfect Tense
The past perfect tense can be used to provide information about the following scenarios:
· To indicate the order of more than one past event.
· To denote the time until a certain point in the past.
· To inform that an action was incomplete and not done at a specific time in the past when a simple past action took place.
Examples of the Past Perfect Tense
Given below are a few examples to show you how the past perfect tense can be used to perform the different functions discussed above.
Indicating the order of events in the past
Example 1:
· When my mom arrived, my friends had left.
It can also be written as follows,
· My friends had left when my mom arrived.
Example 2:
· The train had arrived on the second platform when we reached the station. (or)
· When we reached the station, the train had arrived on the second platform.
Denoting the time until a specific point in the past
Examples:
· Ann had completed all eight grades of western music by the time she was 15 years old.
· Had Brian and Courtney arrived when I called you yesterday?
Representing an incomplete action that was not done in a specific time in the past before another simple past action
Examples:
· The students had gone for their games period before the teacher could inform them about the assignment they had to do.
· It was so unfortunate that Finn had died before the series was over.
Check Your Understanding of the Past Perfect Tense
Since you have learnt about the past perfect tense, why not check how far you have understood the topic? Fill in the blanks with the right form of the tense in the following sentences.
1. Alice ______________ (read) all the Harry Potter novels by the time she was fifteen years old.
2. I ________________ (complete – negative) my work when my parents arrived.
3. When we were in college, we ________________ (perform) this song live.
4. My friend, Raimy _______ already ___________ (watch) the movie before we met.
5. _________ you ___________ (work – negative interrogative) at CTS before you started working at this company?
6. My mom told me that we ________ (meet) Priyanka already but I don’t think so.
7. My brother __________ (solve) five math problems before I completed two.
8. The place ___________ (close) by the time we got there.
9. _______ he __________ (bring) all the documents when you reached?
10. We felt sad that the movie _______ already _________ (start) before we got there.

Here are the answers for the above exercise. Check if you have answered the questions correctly.
1. Alice had read all the Harry Potter novels by the time she was fifteen years old.
2. I had not completed my work when my parents arrived.
3. When we were in college, we had performed this song live.
4. My friend, Raimy, had already watched the movie before we met.
5. Hadn’t you worked at CTS before you started working at this company?
6. My mom told me that we had met Priyanka already but I don’t think so.
7. My brother had solved five math problems before I completed two.
8. The place had closed by the time we got there.
9. Had he brought all the documents when you reached?
10. We felt sad that the movie had already started before we got there.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Past Perfect Tense
Q1
What is the past perfect tense?
The past perfect tense clearly states that one action took place before another action in the past. It can also be said that the past perfect tense represents a past action that took place in the past.
Q2
What is the definition of the past perfect tense?
The past perfect tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “ the form of a verb that is used to show that an action had already finished when another action happened.” The Oxford Learner’s Dictionary defines the past perfect tense as “the form of a verb that expresses an action completed before a particular point in the past, formed in English with had and the past participle.” The Collins Dictionary puts it a little differently. According to them, the past perfect tense is “a tense indicating an action as completed or a state as having ended before a specified or implied time in the past,” and they also call the tense with another term – ‘pluperfect.’
Q3
What is the formula of the past perfect tense?
The general formula of the past perfect tense is as follows:
Subject + had + past participle + the rest of the sentence
Q4
What are the uses of the past perfect tense?
The past perfect tense can be used to provide information about the following scenarios:
· To indicate the order of more than one past event.
· To denote the time until a certain point in the past.
· To inform that an action was incomplete and not done at a specific time in the past when a simple past action took place.
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What Is the Past Perfect Continuous Tense?
The past perfect continuous tense is generally used in a sentence to depict an action that started at some time in the past and continued until a specific time in the past. It is also called the past perfect progressive tense since it refers to an action that had been progressing until a certain point in the past. Now, have a look at the different definitions of the past perfect continuous tense provided by various dictionaries.
Definition of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
The past perfect continuous tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as a tense form used to indicate “an action or a situation that continued for a period of time before another action or situation in the past.” According to the Cambridge Dictionary, the past perfect continuous tense is defined as a tense that refers to “actions or events which started before a particular time in the past and were still in progress up to that time in the past.”
Formula and Structure of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
Understanding the formula of the past perfect continuous tense can help you and make everything easy. Given below is the formula that you can employ when you write a sentence using the past perfect continuous tense.
	Subject + had + been + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence


Now, take a look at how sentences are structured in a positive, negative, interrogative and a negative interrogative sentence using the past perfect continuous tense.
	Structure of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + had + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + had + not + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Had + subject + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
	Had + subject + not + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Hadn’t + subject + been + present participle + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I had been cooking my mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· You had been cooking your mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· He had been cooking his mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· She had been cooking her mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· They had been cooking their mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
	Examples:
· I had not been cooking my mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· You had not been cooking your mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· He had not been cooking his mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· She had not been cooking her mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
· They had not been cooking their mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen.
	Examples:
· Had I been cooking my mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had you been cooking your mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had he been cooking his mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had she been cooking her mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had they been cooking their mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
	Examples:
· Hadn’t I been cooking my mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Hadn’t you been cooking your mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Hadn’t he been cooking his mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Hadn’t she been cooking her mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Hadn’t they been cooking their mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had you not been cooking your mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had she not been cooking her mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had he not been cooking his mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?
· Had they not been cooking their mom’s favourite dish when she walked into the kitchen?


Rules to be Followed when Using the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
Similar to the present perfect continuous tense, the past perfect continuous tense also consists of two helping verbs and a main verb. Among the three verbs that represent the tense, the first helping verb should always be ‘had’ followed by ‘been’, which is in turn followed by the present participle of the main verb. This rule holds true when the sentence is a positive sentence. In case you are employing the tense form in an interrogative sentence, the helping verb ‘had’ comes first followed by the subject which is in turn followed by the the helping verb ‘been’ and the present participle of the main verb.
For a negative sentence, ‘not’ is placed after the first auxiliary verb ‘had’ and for a negative interrogative sentence, you can either use the contraction ‘hadn’t’ or place ‘not’ after the subject.
Uses of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
The past perfect continuous tense is used to perform two main functions. They are:
· To denote an action that has been the cause of another action or event in the past.
· To represent an action that started at some point in the past and continued or progressed till a particular time in the recent past.
Examples of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
Now, let us look at a few examples to see how the past perfect continuous tense is used to perform the different functions.
Denoting an action that is the cause of another action in the past
· Asha was completely exhausted as she had been travelling continuously for three days.
· George was angry because he had been waiting for them the whole day.
Representing an action that progressed in the past until another action in the past
· Do you know for how long Anitha had been working at the college before she moved to Pollachi?
· I had been waiting to hear from the admissions officer for more than a month before I applied to other colleges.
Test Your Understanding of the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the tense in the following sentences:
1. Derrick __________ (work) at the hospital for over two years before he left for Spain.
2. I don’t think the place ____________ (function) well for a very long time before it shut down.
3. Theena __________ (sing) for an hour before her mom arrived.
4. _______ you ___________ (wait – interrogative) at the railway station for over two hours when the train finally arrived?
5. How long _____ you ____________ (stand) there to meet the manager?
6. The dogs ______________ (bark) continuously until the owner finally came home and fed them.
7. My brother _____________ (ask) me to buy him an Axon helmet for years before I could somehow make some money to buy him one.
8. They ______________ (live) in New York for four years when they had to leave due to personal reasons.
9. He __________ (run) around for hours looking for my dog before I found him with my neighbour at the park.
10. My cousins ______________ (suggest) that we called the police when we found the burglars.

Check if you used the tense correctly from the answers given below:
1. Derrick had been working at the hospital for over two years before he left for Spain.
2. I don’t think the place had been functioning well for a very long time before it shut down.
3. Theena had been singing for an hour before her mom arrived.
4. Hadn’t you been waiting at the railway station for over two hours when the train finally arrived?
5. How long had you been standing there to meet the manager?
6. The dogs had been barking continuously until the owner finally came home and fed them.
7. My brother had been asking me to buy him an Axon helmet for years before I could somehow make some money to buy him one.
8. They had been living in New York for four years when they had to leave due to personal reasons.
9. He had been running around for hours looking for my dog before I found him with my neighbour at the park.
10. My cousins had been suggesting that we called the police when we found the burglars.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Past Perfect Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the past perfect continuous tense?
The past perfect continuous tense is generally used in a sentence to depict an action that started at some time in the past and continued until a specific time in the past. It is also called the past perfect progressive tense since it refers to an action that had been progressing until a certain point in the past.
Q2
What is the definition of the past perfect continuous tense?
The past perfect continuous tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as a tense form used to indicate “an action or a situation that continued for a period of time before another action or situation in the past.” According to the Cambridge Dictionary, the past perfect continuous tense is defined as a tense that refers to “actions or events which started before a particular time in the past and were still in progress up to that time in the past.”
Q3
What is the formula of the past perfect continuous tense?
Employing the past perfect continuous tense in a sentence can be done easily if you know the formula of the tense. Given below is the formula of the past perfect continuous tense.
Subject + had + been + present participle (verb+ing) + the rest of the sentence
Q4
What are the uses of the past perfect continuous tense?
The past perfect continuous tense is used to perform two main functions. They are:
· To denote an action that has been the cause of another action or event in the past.
· To represent an action that started at some point in the past and continued or progressed till a particular time in the recent past.
Q5
Give some examples of the past perfect continuous tense.
Here are a few examples to show you how the past perfect continuous tense can be used in sentences.
· Asha was completely exhausted as she had been travelling continuously for three days.
· George was angry because he had been waiting for them the whole day.
· Do you know for how long Anitha had been working at the college before she moved to Pollachi?
· I had been waiting to hear from the admissions officer for more than a month before I applied to other colleges.
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The Simple Future Tense – What Is It?
The simple future tense is a tense that is used to represent an action that takes place in the future. One fact that you should keep in mind is that a simple future tense action starts and finishes in the future itself.
Check out the following definitions provided by various dictionaries to have a better idea of what the simple future tense is.
Definition of the Simple Future Tense
The simple future tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb that expresses what will happen after the present.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the simple future tense as “a verb tense that is used to refer to the future.” “A tense of verbs used when the action or event described is to occur after the time of utterance”, is the definition of the simple future tense according to the Collins Dictionary. The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple future tense as the tense that depicts actions or events “expected to exist or happen during the time following the present time.”
Structure and Formula of the Simple Future Tense
Let us look at the structure and formula of the simple future tense. First, take a look at the formula to find out how the simple future tense works.
The formula of the simple future tense is as follows:
	Subject + Helping verb (will) + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence


Now, try analysing the structure of the simple future tense and how the sentence structure changes when used in the positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative format.
	Structure of Simple Future Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + Helping verb (will) + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + Will not/Won’t + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + not + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + Subject + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence

	For example: I will read the newspaper from tomorrow.
	For example: I will not read the newspaper from tomorrow.
(or)
I won’t read the newspaper from tomorrow.
	For example: Will I read the newspaper from tomorrow?
	For example: Will I not read the newspaper from tomorrow?
(or)
Won’t I read the newspaper from tomorrow?


Another verb usage to represent the simple future tense is the ‘to be’ form of the verb along with ‘going to’. Take a look at the following table to understand how it works.
	Infinitive Verb
	Positive
	Negative

	To check
	· I am going to check for some new ideas for my assignment.
· We are going to check for some new ideas for our assignment.
· He is going to check for some new ideas for his assignment.
	· I am not going to check for some new ideas for my assignment.
· We are not going to check for some new ideas for our assignment.
· He is going to check for some new ideas for his assignment.

	To find
	· I am going to find another way to do it.
· We are going to find another way to do it.
· He is going to find another way to do it.
	· I am not going to find another way to do it.
· We are not going to find another way to do it.
· He is not going to find another way to do it.

	To meet
	· I am going to meet my friend at the park.
· We are going to meet our friend at the park.
· He is going to meet his friend at the park.
	· I am not going to meet my friend at the park.
· We are not going to meet our friend at the park.
· He is not going to meet his friend at the park.


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Simple Future Tense
If you are planning to use the simple future tense, here are a few points that you have to keep in mind. The simple future tense form of the verb should always have two verbs – an auxiliary verb (will) and the base form of the verb. Interrogative sentences start with the helping verb ‘will’ followed by the subject and the base form of the main verb. A negative sentence can be identified by the usage of ‘not’ after the auxiliary verb ‘will’. Remember that the helping verb ‘will’ is what mainly indicates to the reader or listener that the tense used speaks about a future or event that is going to happen in the future.
What Do You Use the Simple Future Tense For?
Knowing all the situations in which the simple future tense can be used will allow you to use the tense effectively. Here is a glimpse of the various ways in which the simple future tense can be used.
· To represent events or actions that are about to take place in the near future.
· To make guesses or predictions about someone or something in the future.
· To state or express some factual statement about the future.
· To ask questions about something or someone doing something in the future.
· To think about future consequences, conditions or possibilities.
· To give orders or make commands as in imperative sentences.
Forming the Simple Future Tense – Examples
Look at the following examples and try to comprehend how the simple future tense can be used for the various uses as stated above.
Representing events or actions that are about to happen in the near future
· Danny and Sid will go to the gym in the evening.
· Agnes will be here in an hour.
Making guesses or predictions about the future
· The weather forecast said that there will be hail storms tomorrow.
· I guess the red curtain will look good for the backdrop.
Expressing a factual statement about the future
· The house they are looking for will cost them a fortune.
· The country will see a change in the weather next month like it has never before.
Asking questions about the future
· Will you be able to complete it in time?
· Won’t she be ready to give the chief guest address on the annual day?
Thinking about future consequences, possibilities or conditions
· Larry told me that he will be able to come to the party only if his sister agrees to drop him off at the venue.
· If she does not take this seriously, she will get into a lot of trouble.
Giving orders or commands
· You will have to submit all your assignments by Monday.
· You will need to provide all the supporting documents if you want the loan to be sanctioned as soon as possible.
Test Your Understanding of the Simple Future Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the simple future tense in the following sentences:
1. Quinn __________ (sing) at the final auditions.
2. Madame Smith _________ (be) the judge for the cultural competitions.
3. _________ you __________ (finish – negative interrogative) writing the song before the event?
4. I don’t think he ____________ (enjoy) something like this.
5. Sandy had told me that it _____________ (rain – negative) today.
6. ________ Adharsh ____________ (visit) you or not?
7. Amal ____________ (arrive – negative) in time for the reception.
8. Santana _____________ (be) your partner for the dance.
9. Do you think it ____________ (matter) to them at all?
10. Abdul ____________ (give) you all the instructions regarding what should be done when you get here.

The answers to the above questions are given below. Find out if you got the answers right.
1. Quinn will sing at the final auditions.
2. Madame Smith will be the judge for the cultural competitions.
3. Won’t you finish writing the song before the event?
4. I don’t think he will enjoy something like this.
5. Sandy had told me that it will not rain today.
6. Will Adharsh visit you or not?
7. Amal will not arrive in time for the reception.
8. Santana will be your partner for the dance.
9. Do you think it will matter to them at all?
10. Abdul will give you all the instructions regarding what should be done when you get here.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Simple Future Tense
Q1
What is the simple future tense?
The simple future tense is a tense that is used to represent an action that takes place in the future. In this tense, the action starts and finishes in the future itself.
Q2
What is the definition of the simple future tense?
The simple future tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb that expresses what will happen after the present.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the simple future tense as “a verb tense that is used to refer to the future.” “A tense of verbs used when the action or event described is to occur after the time of utterance”, is the definition of the simple future tense according to the Collins Dictionary. The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple future tense as the tense that depicts actions or events “expected to exist or happen during the time following the present time.”
Q3
What is the formula of the simple future tense?
The simple future tense can be easily understood and used with the help of the following formula:
Subject + Helping verb (will) + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
Q4
Give some examples of the simple future tense.
Given below are a few examples to show you how to use the simple future tense.
· Danny and Sid will go to the gym in the evening.
· The country will see a change in the weather next month like it has never before.
· You will need to provide all the supporting documents if you want the loan to be sanctioned as soon as possible.
· Larry told me that he will be able to come to the party only if his sister agrees to drop him off at the venue.
· I guess the red curtain will look good for the backdrop.
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The Future Continuous Tense – What Is It?
The future continuous tense is generally used to represent an event or action that is happening at a certain point in time in the future. The tense is also called the future progressive tense, as it denotes an action or event that is progressing or continuing at a particular time in the future.
Have a look at how different dictionaries define the future continuous tense in order to have a much better idea of what it is.
Definition of the Future Continuous Tense
The future continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense that is used to “refer to temporary actions and events that will be in progress at a particular time in the future.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future continuous tense is used “to suggest that something is about to happen or will happen at some time that is not clear or precise.”
Structure and Formula of the Future Continuous Tense
To have a more detailed idea of the future continuous tense, take a look at the formula and structure of the tense.
The formula of the future continuous tense is as follows:
	Subject + Helping verbs (will + be) + present participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence


Now, analyse the structure of the future continuous tense to see how the sentence structure changes when used as a positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative sentence.
	Structure of Future Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + Helping verb (will + be) + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + Will not be/Won’t be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + Be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + not + be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + Subject + be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence

	For example: Balu will be performing at the International event in Australia.
	For example: Balu will not be performing at the International event in Australia.
(or)
Balu won’t be performing at the International event in Australia.
	For example: Will Balu be performing at the International event in Australia?
	For example: Will Balu not be performing at the International event in Australia?
(or)
Won’t Balu be performing at the International event in Australia?


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Future Continuous Tense
Like the present continuous tense and the past continuous tense, the future continuous tense consists of two helping verbs – ‘will’ and ‘be’ followed by the past participle form of the main verb. The past participle of the main verb can be formed by adding an ‘ing’ to the end of the verb. The tense can be made negative by adding ‘not’ after ‘will’. When used in the interrogative form, the sentence starts with ‘will’ followed by the subject, ‘be’ and the past participle form of the verb.
Furthermore, always keep in mind that the future continuous tense can be used only with action verbs and never with stative verbs. This is mainly because only action verbs can be done for a particular duration. Also, remember that the action mentioned in the future continuous tense would have started earlier but would not have been completed at that particular point in time.
What Do You Use the Future Continuous Tense For?
The future continuous tense can generally be used to,
· Denote an action that takes place at a specific time in the future.
· Also used to express an action that will take place over a period of time and does not happen all at once in that time.
· To compare between the present and the future.
· To indicate that there is more than one action taking place at the same point in time in the future.
Examples of the Future Continuous Tense
Now, take a look at the following examples to have an in-depth analysis of how the future continuous tense can be used in sentences.
Denoting an action that takes place at a point of time in the future
· I will be watching the new marvel movie along with my brother at 4:30 p.m. tomorrow.
· Susan will not be sleeping at that time.
Expressing an action that will take place over a period of time and not all at once
· The judges will be announcing the winners of the competition at 5 p.m on Tuesday.
· According to the plan, we will be meeting at the park around 11 a.m.
Comparing between the present and the future
· This time next month, we will be travelling to Canada.
· He might not be bold enough to make a decision now, but he will definitely be living a good life in the future.
Indicating more than one action taking place at the same time in the future
· I will be going to school at 8 a.m, so I can drop her off as well.
· Sheena told me that she cannot make it to the reception tomorrow because she will be travelling to Bangalore.
Some Simple Examples of Future Continuous Tense
· I will be writing the letter tomorrow.
· The baby will be playing the whole night.
· I will be helping my mother to make breakfast.
· Sheldon will be eating the cake later.
· Penny will be running in the marathon tomorrow.
· She will be taking her dog for a walk.
· Ritz will be coming to our place soon.
· My mother won’t be working tomorrow.
· The series won’t be releasing this month.
· Who will be waiting for John at the railway station?
· Will I be sleeping here?
· I will be arriving at the station by 5:00 P.M.
· My friends will be coming over for lunch tomorrow.
· Will you be doing laundry tonight?
· I will be watering the plants tomorrow morning.
· Shyam will be visiting his aunt tomorrow.
· I will be joining the new office from next week.
· My parents will be flying to Delhi tomorrow.
· I will not be working tomorrow.
· Rajesh will be staying at the hotel on Friday.
Check Your Understanding of the Future Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the future continuous tense in the following sentences:
1. Next month, at this time, I ______________ (chill) in Maldives along with my friends.
2. Nathan _____________ (reach) home at this time tomorrow.
3. Bindhu _______________ (work – negative) for a month as she has to take care of her sick mother.
4. __________ Sue ____________ (attend – interrogative) the Glee club rehearsals the day after tomorrow?
5. ________ Gowtham ____________ (come – negative interrogative) along with you to Chennai?
6. Tania _______________ (try out – negative) for the relay this year.
7. Sandhya ______________ (help) us with the arrangements for tomorrow as Theena will not be able to do it.
8. ____________ Irene ___________ (lead – interrogative) the drill on Sports Day?
9. _________ they ____________ (perform – negative interrogative) Don’t Stop Believing for the Sectionals?
10. The students ______________ (participate) in the extracurricular activities organised by the senior students on Children’s Day.

Now, check the answers given below to find out how far you have understood and answered the questions correctly.
1. Next month, at this time, I will be chilling in the Maldives along with my friends.
2. Nathan will be reaching home at this time tomorrow.
3. Bindhu will not be working for a month as she has to take care of her sick mother.
4. Will Sue be attending the Glee club rehearsals the day after tomorrow?
5. Won’t Gowtham be coming along with you to Chennai?
6. Tania will not be trying out for the relay this year.
7. Sandhya will be helping us with the arrangements for tomorrow, as Theena will not be able to do it.
8. Will Irene be leading the drill on Sports Day?
9. Will they not be performing Don’t Stop Believing for the Sectionals?
10. The students will be participating in the extracurricular activities organised by the senior students on Children’s Day.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Future Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense is generally used to represent an event or action that is happening at a certain point in time in the future. The tense is also called the future progressive tense, as it denotes an action or event that is progressing or continuing at a particular time in the future.
Q2
What is the definition of the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense that is used to “refer to temporary actions and events that will be in progress at a particular time in the future.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future continuous tense is used “to suggest that something is about to happen or will happen at some time that is not clear or precise.”
Q3
What is the formula of the future continuous tense?
The formula of the future continuous tense is as follows:
Subject + Helping verbs (will + be) + present participle form of the verb + the rest of
the sentence.
Q4
What are the uses of the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense can be used to perform the following functions:
· Denote an action that takes place at a specific time in the future.
· Also used to express an action that will take place over a period of time and does not happen all at once in that time.
· To compare between the present and the future.
· To indicate that there is more than one action taking place at the same point in time in the future.
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The Simple Future Tense – What Is It?
The simple future tense is a tense that is used to represent an action that takes place in the future. One fact that you should keep in mind is that a simple future tense action starts and finishes in the future itself.
Check out the following definitions provided by various dictionaries to have a better idea of what the simple future tense is.
Definition of the Simple Future Tense
The simple future tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb that expresses what will happen after the present.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the simple future tense as “a verb tense that is used to refer to the future.” “A tense of verbs used when the action or event described is to occur after the time of utterance”, is the definition of the simple future tense according to the Collins Dictionary. The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple future tense as the tense that depicts actions or events “expected to exist or happen during the time following the present time.”
Structure and Formula of the Simple Future Tense
Let us look at the structure and formula of the simple future tense. First, take a look at the formula to find out how the simple future tense works.
The formula of the simple future tense is as follows:
	Subject + Helping verb (will) + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence


Now, try analysing the structure of the simple future tense and how the sentence structure changes when used in the positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative format.
	Structure of Simple Future Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + Helping verb (will) + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + Will not/Won’t + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + not + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + Subject + Base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence

	For example: I will read the newspaper from tomorrow.
	For example: I will not read the newspaper from tomorrow.
(or)
I won’t read the newspaper from tomorrow.
	For example: Will I read the newspaper from tomorrow?
	For example: Will I not read the newspaper from tomorrow?
(or)
Won’t I read the newspaper from tomorrow?


Another verb usage to represent the simple future tense is the ‘to be’ form of the verb along with ‘going to’. Take a look at the following table to understand how it works.
	Infinitive Verb
	Positive
	Negative

	To check
	· I am going to check for some new ideas for my assignment.
· We are going to check for some new ideas for our assignment.
· He is going to check for some new ideas for his assignment.
	· I am not going to check for some new ideas for my assignment.
· We are not going to check for some new ideas for our assignment.
· He is going to check for some new ideas for his assignment.

	To find
	· I am going to find another way to do it.
· We are going to find another way to do it.
· He is going to find another way to do it.
	· I am not going to find another way to do it.
· We are not going to find another way to do it.
· He is not going to find another way to do it.

	To meet
	· I am going to meet my friend at the park.
· We are going to meet our friend at the park.
· He is going to meet his friend at the park.
	· I am not going to meet my friend at the park.
· We are not going to meet our friend at the park.
· He is not going to meet his friend at the park.


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Simple Future Tense
If you are planning to use the simple future tense, here are a few points that you have to keep in mind. The simple future tense form of the verb should always have two verbs – an auxiliary verb (will) and the base form of the verb. Interrogative sentences start with the helping verb ‘will’ followed by the subject and the base form of the main verb. A negative sentence can be identified by the usage of ‘not’ after the auxiliary verb ‘will’. Remember that the helping verb ‘will’ is what mainly indicates to the reader or listener that the tense used speaks about a future or event that is going to happen in the future.
What Do You Use the Simple Future Tense For?
Knowing all the situations in which the simple future tense can be used will allow you to use the tense effectively. Here is a glimpse of the various ways in which the simple future tense can be used.
· To represent events or actions that are about to take place in the near future.
· To make guesses or predictions about someone or something in the future.
· To state or express some factual statement about the future.
· To ask questions about something or someone doing something in the future.
· To think about future consequences, conditions or possibilities.
· To give orders or make commands as in imperative sentences.
Forming the Simple Future Tense – Examples
Look at the following examples and try to comprehend how the simple future tense can be used for the various uses as stated above.
Representing events or actions that are about to happen in the near future
· Danny and Sid will go to the gym in the evening.
· Agnes will be here in an hour.
Making guesses or predictions about the future
· The weather forecast said that there will be hail storms tomorrow.
· I guess the red curtain will look good for the backdrop.
Expressing a factual statement about the future
· The house they are looking for will cost them a fortune.
· The country will see a change in the weather next month like it has never before.
Asking questions about the future
· Will you be able to complete it in time?
· Won’t she be ready to give the chief guest address on the annual day?
Thinking about future consequences, possibilities or conditions
· Larry told me that he will be able to come to the party only if his sister agrees to drop him off at the venue.
· If she does not take this seriously, she will get into a lot of trouble.
Giving orders or commands
· You will have to submit all your assignments by Monday.
· You will need to provide all the supporting documents if you want the loan to be sanctioned as soon as possible.
Test Your Understanding of the Simple Future Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the simple future tense in the following sentences:
1. Quinn __________ (sing) at the final auditions.
2. Madame Smith _________ (be) the judge for the cultural competitions.
3. _________ you __________ (finish – negative interrogative) writing the song before the event?
4. I don’t think he ____________ (enjoy) something like this.
5. Sandy had told me that it _____________ (rain – negative) today.
6. ________ Adharsh ____________ (visit) you or not?
7. Amal ____________ (arrive – negative) in time for the reception.
8. Santana _____________ (be) your partner for the dance.
9. Do you think it ____________ (matter) to them at all?
10. Abdul ____________ (give) you all the instructions regarding what should be done when you get here.

The answers to the above questions are given below. Find out if you got the answers right.
1. Quinn will sing at the final auditions.
2. Madame Smith will be the judge for the cultural competitions.
3. Won’t you finish writing the song before the event?
4. I don’t think he will enjoy something like this.
5. Sandy had told me that it will not rain today.
6. Will Adharsh visit you or not?
7. Amal will not arrive in time for the reception.
8. Santana will be your partner for the dance.
9. Do you think it will matter to them at all?
10. Abdul will give you all the instructions regarding what should be done when you get here.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Simple Future Tense
Q1
What is the simple future tense?
The simple future tense is a tense that is used to represent an action that takes place in the future. In this tense, the action starts and finishes in the future itself.
Q2
What is the definition of the simple future tense?
The simple future tense, according to the Oxford Learner’s Dictionary, is defined as “the form of a verb that expresses what will happen after the present.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the simple future tense as “a verb tense that is used to refer to the future.” “A tense of verbs used when the action or event described is to occur after the time of utterance”, is the definition of the simple future tense according to the Collins Dictionary. The Macmillan Dictionary defines the simple future tense as the tense that depicts actions or events “expected to exist or happen during the time following the present time.”
Q3
What is the formula of the simple future tense?
The simple future tense can be easily understood and used with the help of the following formula:
Subject + Helping verb (will) + base form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
Q4
Give some examples of the simple future tense.
Given below are a few examples to show you how to use the simple future tense.
· Danny and Sid will go to the gym in the evening.
· The country will see a change in the weather next month like it has never before.
· You will need to provide all the supporting documents if you want the loan to be sanctioned as soon as possible.
· Larry told me that he will be able to come to the party only if his sister agrees to drop him off at the venue.
· I guess the red curtain will look good for the backdrop.
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The Future Continuous Tense – What Is It?
The future continuous tense is generally used to represent an event or action that is happening at a certain point in time in the future. The tense is also called the future progressive tense, as it denotes an action or event that is progressing or continuing at a particular time in the future.
Have a look at how different dictionaries define the future continuous tense in order to have a much better idea of what it is.
Definition of the Future Continuous Tense
The future continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense that is used to “refer to temporary actions and events that will be in progress at a particular time in the future.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future continuous tense is used “to suggest that something is about to happen or will happen at some time that is not clear or precise.”
Structure and Formula of the Future Continuous Tense
To have a more detailed idea of the future continuous tense, take a look at the formula and structure of the tense.
The formula of the future continuous tense is as follows:
	Subject + Helping verbs (will + be) + present participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence


Now, analyse the structure of the future continuous tense to see how the sentence structure changes when used as a positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative sentence.
	Structure of Future Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + Helping verb (will + be) + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + Will not be/Won’t be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + Be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + Subject + not + be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + Subject + be + Past participle form of the verb + the rest of the sentence

	For example: Balu will be performing at the International event in Australia.
	For example: Balu will not be performing at the International event in Australia.
(or)
Balu won’t be performing at the International event in Australia.
	For example: Will Balu be performing at the International event in Australia?
	For example: Will Balu not be performing at the International event in Australia?
(or)
Won’t Balu be performing at the International event in Australia?


Rules and Points to Remember When Using the Future Continuous Tense
Like the present continuous tense and the past continuous tense, the future continuous tense consists of two helping verbs – ‘will’ and ‘be’ followed by the past participle form of the main verb. The past participle of the main verb can be formed by adding an ‘ing’ to the end of the verb. The tense can be made negative by adding ‘not’ after ‘will’. When used in the interrogative form, the sentence starts with ‘will’ followed by the subject, ‘be’ and the past participle form of the verb.
Furthermore, always keep in mind that the future continuous tense can be used only with action verbs and never with stative verbs. This is mainly because only action verbs can be done for a particular duration. Also, remember that the action mentioned in the future continuous tense would have started earlier but would not have been completed at that particular point in time.
What Do You Use the Future Continuous Tense For?
The future continuous tense can generally be used to,
· Denote an action that takes place at a specific time in the future.
· Also used to express an action that will take place over a period of time and does not happen all at once in that time.
· To compare between the present and the future.
· To indicate that there is more than one action taking place at the same point in time in the future.
Examples of the Future Continuous Tense
Now, take a look at the following examples to have an in-depth analysis of how the future continuous tense can be used in sentences.
Denoting an action that takes place at a point of time in the future
· I will be watching the new marvel movie along with my brother at 4:30 p.m. tomorrow.
· Susan will not be sleeping at that time.
Expressing an action that will take place over a period of time and not all at once
· The judges will be announcing the winners of the competition at 5 p.m on Tuesday.
· According to the plan, we will be meeting at the park around 11 a.m.
Comparing between the present and the future
· This time next month, we will be travelling to Canada.
· He might not be bold enough to make a decision now, but he will definitely be living a good life in the future.
Indicating more than one action taking place at the same time in the future
· I will be going to school at 8 a.m, so I can drop her off as well.
· Sheena told me that she cannot make it to the reception tomorrow because she will be travelling to Bangalore.
Some Simple Examples of Future Continuous Tense
· I will be writing the letter tomorrow.
· The baby will be playing the whole night.
· I will be helping my mother to make breakfast.
· Sheldon will be eating the cake later.
· Penny will be running in the marathon tomorrow.
· She will be taking her dog for a walk.
· Ritz will be coming to our place soon.
· My mother won’t be working tomorrow.
· The series won’t be releasing this month.
· Who will be waiting for John at the railway station?
· Will I be sleeping here?
· I will be arriving at the station by 5:00 P.M.
· My friends will be coming over for lunch tomorrow.
· Will you be doing laundry tonight?
· I will be watering the plants tomorrow morning.
· Shyam will be visiting his aunt tomorrow.
· I will be joining the new office from next week.
· My parents will be flying to Delhi tomorrow.
· I will not be working tomorrow.
· Rajesh will be staying at the hotel on Friday.
Check Your Understanding of the Future Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the future continuous tense in the following sentences:
1. Next month, at this time, I ______________ (chill) in Maldives along with my friends.
2. Nathan _____________ (reach) home at this time tomorrow.
3. Bindhu _______________ (work – negative) for a month as she has to take care of her sick mother.
4. __________ Sue ____________ (attend – interrogative) the Glee club rehearsals the day after tomorrow?
5. ________ Gowtham ____________ (come – negative interrogative) along with you to Chennai?
6. Tania _______________ (try out – negative) for the relay this year.
7. Sandhya ______________ (help) us with the arrangements for tomorrow as Theena will not be able to do it.
8. ____________ Irene ___________ (lead – interrogative) the drill on Sports Day?
9. _________ they ____________ (perform – negative interrogative) Don’t Stop Believing for the Sectionals?
10. The students ______________ (participate) in the extracurricular activities organised by the senior students on Children’s Day.

Now, check the answers given below to find out how far you have understood and answered the questions correctly.
1. Next month, at this time, I will be chilling in the Maldives along with my friends.
2. Nathan will be reaching home at this time tomorrow.
3. Bindhu will not be working for a month as she has to take care of her sick mother.
4. Will Sue be attending the Glee club rehearsals the day after tomorrow?
5. Won’t Gowtham be coming along with you to Chennai?
6. Tania will not be trying out for the relay this year.
7. Sandhya will be helping us with the arrangements for tomorrow, as Theena will not be able to do it.
8. Will Irene be leading the drill on Sports Day?
9. Will they not be performing Don’t Stop Believing for the Sectionals?
10. The students will be participating in the extracurricular activities organised by the senior students on Children’s Day.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Future Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense is generally used to represent an event or action that is happening at a certain point in time in the future. The tense is also called the future progressive tense, as it denotes an action or event that is progressing or continuing at a particular time in the future.
Q2
What is the definition of the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense that is used to “refer to temporary actions and events that will be in progress at a particular time in the future.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future continuous tense is used “to suggest that something is about to happen or will happen at some time that is not clear or precise.”
Q3
What is the formula of the future continuous tense?
The formula of the future continuous tense is as follows:
Subject + Helping verbs (will + be) + present participle form of the verb + the rest of
the sentence.
Q4
What are the uses of the future continuous tense?
The future continuous tense can be used to perform the following functions:
· Denote an action that takes place at a specific time in the future.
· Also used to express an action that will take place over a period of time and does not happen all at once in that time.
· To compare between the present and the future.
· To indicate that there is more than one action taking place at the same point in time in the future.
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What Is the Future Perfect Tense?
The future perfect tense is a tense form that can be used to represent an action or event that will be over within a particular time in the future. The action referred to in the future perfect tense has an end date or time.
Given below are a few definitions of the future perfect tense as put forth by various dictionaries.
Definition of the Future Perfect Tense
The future perfect tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the form of the verb that is used to show that an action will have been performed by a particular time.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future perfect tense is defined as one “denoting a tense of verbs describing an action that will have been performed by a certain time.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the future perfect tense as a tense “relating to, or constituting a verb tense that is traditionally formed in English with will have and shall have and that expresses completion of an action by a specified time that is yet to come.” According to the Britannica Dictionary, the future perfect tense is “a verb tense that is used to refer to an action that will be completed by a specified time in the future.”
Structure and Formula of the Future Perfect Tense
If you are wondering how to use the future perfect tense, here is the answer. Knowing the general formula with which you can structure your sentences in the future perfect tense is what will help you. Here is the formula of the future perfect tense.
	Subject + Helping verbs (will + have) + Past participle form of the main verb + the rest of the sentence.


In addition to learning the formula, analysing the structure of sentences when used in the positive, negative, interrogative and negative interrogative formats. Look at the table below for reference.
	Structure of the Future Perfect Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + will + have + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + will + not + have + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Will + subject + have + past participle + the rest of the sentence
	Will + subject + not + have + past participle + the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + subject + have + past participle + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· I will have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· You will have dressed up by the time they reach home.
· He will have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· She will have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· They will have dressed up by the time you reach home.
	Examples:
· I will not have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· You will not have dressed up by the time they reach home.
· He will not have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· She will not have dressed up by the time you reach home.
· They will not have dressed up by the time you reach home.
	Examples:
· Will I have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will you have dressed up by the time they reach home?
· Will he have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will she have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will they have dressed up by the time you reach home?
	Examples:
· Will I not have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will you not have dressed up by the time they reach home?
· Will he not have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will she not have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Will they not have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Won’t I have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Won’t you have dressed up by the time they reach home?
· Won’t he have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Won’t she have dressed up by the time you reach home?
· Won’t they have dressed up by the time you reach home?


Points to Remember When Using the Future Perfect Tense
Always keep in mind that the future perfect tense can be formed using two auxiliary verbs (will and have) followed by the past participle of the main verb. For example, They will have reached the station by eight in the morning. Also, as you know, the past participle form of the verb can be formed by adding ‘ed’ to the end of the verb. However, this is not always the case. Irregular verbs take different spelling patterns when used as a past participle. Check out the article on irregular verbs for a detailed explanation and the list of verbs and their past participles.
Adverbs that can be used with the Future Perfect Tense
Since the future perfect tense should always have a time frame, you need to know what kind of adverbs can be used to indicate the time frame. Given below is the list of adverbs.
· Before
· By the time
· By (a specific time)
· When
· After
· By (date/year)
· By then
· Until
· By the end of
· Till
· By the year 2022
Uses of the Future Perfect Tense
The future perfect tense can be used when you want to speak about,
· An action or event that will be over before a certain time in the future.
· An action or event that will be over before another event in the future.
It is also used to express a conviction about something that will happen at a certain time in the future.
Simple Future Tense Vs Future Perfect Tense
For most English language learners, there is always confusion of whether to use the simple future tense or the future perfect tense. Well, that confusion ends now. Look at the table below to learn the difference between the two tenses.
	Simple Future Tense
	Future Perfect Tense

	Used when you want to speak about an action or event that will take place at some time in the future.
	Used when you want to speak about an action or event that will take place at a certain time in the future before another action or event.

	Can be used to refer to actions that happen in the future.
	Can be used to show the sequence of events or actions that happen before a specific time in the future clearly. Also, to speak about an action that happens before another action in the future.

	Example: Diana will reach home on Monday.
	Example: Diana will have reached home by Monday.


Examples of the Future Perfect Tense
Here are a few examples to show you how to use the future perfect tense in sentences.
Referring to an action or event will be over within a certain time in the future
· Harry will have planted all the saplings in the garden by 4 p. m.
· Lakshmi will have arrived by then.
Referring to an action or event which will happen before another action or event in the future
· The train will have left by the time you reach the station.
· The children are very smart. They will have learnt how to do it by themselves before we appoint someone else to teach them.
Making a conviction about something that will or will not happen at a time in the future
· I don’t think Mithuna will have cleaned the house completely by the time we reach.
· Karishma and her friends will not have finished their work by Monday, considering how things are going on now.
Test Your Understanding of the Future Perfect Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the future perfect tense in the following sentences:
1. Mom ______________ (cook) our favourite meal since we are going home after a really long time.
2. I think all the plants ________________ (grow) before I return.
3. Sindhu _____________ (forget – negative) anything by now.
4. __________ you ___________ (complete – interrogative) the invitations before 7 p.m.
5. He ________________ (learn) all the songs by heart before anyone else does.
6. Do you think Karl _______________ (find) all the answers to the questions you gave him by now?
7. I guess I ___________ (finish) my painting by Monday.
8. All our relatives ___________ (arrive) at the hotel in the morning.
9. ________ they ___________ (paint – negative interrogative) the house before the guests arrived?
10. We ___________________ (meet) the Principal before noon.

Check if you have used the future perfect tense correctly from the answers given below.
1. Mom will have cooked our favourite meal since we are going home after a really long time.
2. I think all the plants will have grown before I return.
3. Sindhu will not have forgotten anything by now.
4. Will you have completed the invitations before 7 p.m.
5. He will have learnt all the songs by heart before anyone else does.
6. Do you think Karl will have found all the answers to the questions you gave him by now?
7. I guess I will have finished my painting by Monday.
8. All our relatives will have arrived at the hotel in the morning.
9. Won’t they have painted the house before the guests arrived?
10. We will have met the Principal before noon.
Frequently Asked Questions on the Future Perfect Tense
Q1
What is the future perfect tense?
The future perfect tense is a tense form that can be used to represent an action or event that will be over within a particular time in the future. The action referred to in the future perfect tense has an end date or time.
Q2
What is the definition of the future perfect tense?
The future perfect tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as “the form of the verb that is used to show that an action will have been performed by a particular time.” According to the Collins Dictionary, the future perfect tense is defined as one “denoting a tense of verbs describing an action that will have been performed by a certain time.” The Merriam-Webster Dictionary defines the future perfect tense as a tense “relating to, or constituting a verb tense that is traditionally formed in English with will have and shall have and that expresses completion of an action by a specified time that is yet to come.” According to the Britannica Dictionary, the future perfect tense is “a verb tense that is used to refer to an action that will be completed by a specified time in the future.”
Q3
What is the formula of the future perfect tense?
The future perfect tense can be used accurately with the formula given below.
Subject + Helping verbs (will + have + been) + Past participle form of the main verb + the rest of the sentence.
Q4
What are the uses of the future perfect tense?
The future perfect tense can be used when you want to speak about an action or event
that will be over before a certain time in the future or one that will be over before another
event in the future. It can also be used to express a conviction about something that will
happen at a certain time in the future.
Q5
Give some examples of the future perfect tense.
Here are a few examples of the future perfect tense to help you.
· Harry will have planted all the saplings in the garden by 4 p. m.
· The children are very smart. They will have learnt how to do it by themselves before we appoint someone else to teach them.
· Karishma and her friends will not have finished their work by Monday, considering how things are going on now.
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What Is the Future Perfect Continuous Tense?
The future perfect continuous tense is a verb tense that can be used to refer to an action that will be continuing until a certain point of time in the future. The future perfect continuous tense can also be referred to as the future perfect progressive tense as it expresses an action or event that will be progressing to a specific time in the future.
Definition of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
The Future Perfect Continuous Tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense form used “when we are looking back to the past from a point in the future, and we want to emphasise the length or duration of an activity or event.”
Structure and Formula of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Here is the formula that you can use to structure a sentence in the future perfect continuous tense.
	Subject + Helping verbs (will + have + been) + Present participle form of the main verb + the rest of the sentence.


Now that you know the formula of the future perfect continuous tense, try analysing the structure of the tense with reference to how the sentence structure changes when used as a positive, negative, interrogative or negative interrogative sentence.
Check out the table given below.
	Structure of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense

	Positive
	Negative
	Interrogative
	Negative Interrogative

	Subject + will + have + been + present participle of the main verb + the rest of the sentence
	Subject + will + not + have +been + present participle of the main verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + subject + have + been + present participle of the main verb + the rest of the sentence
	Will + subject + not + have + been + present participle of the main verb the rest of the sentence
(or)
Won’t + subject + have + been + present participle of the main verb + the rest of the sentence

	Examples:
· In January, I will have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, you will have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, he will have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, she will have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, they will have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
	Examples:
· In January, I will not have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, you will not have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, he will not have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, she will not have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
· In January, they will not have been living in San Francisco for ten years.
	Examples:
· In January, will I have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will you have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will he have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will she have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will they have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
	Examples:
· In January, will I not have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will you not have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will he not have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will she not have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, will they not have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, won’t I have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, won’t you have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, won’t he have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, won’t she have been living in San Francisco for ten years?
· In January, won’t they have been living in San Francisco for ten years?


Points to Remember When Using the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
It is a fact that the future perfect continuous tense is the least used tense in the English language. However, it is always good that you learn how to use the tense since you never know when you will need to use the tense. So, when you have to use the future perfect continuous tense, keep in mind that the tense has three auxiliary verbs – will, have and been followed by the present participle form of the main verb. Also, remember that the future perfect continuous tense can be used only with action verbs and not stative verbs.
Uses of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
The future perfect continuous tense can be used to do the following:
· To denote an action or event that will keep going on until a certain point of time or another event in the future.
· To depict an action or event that is the cause of some other action or event that will happen in the future.
Examples of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Taking a look at a number of examples will definitely help you understand well, so here are a few examples to show you how the future perfect continuous tense should be used.
Denoting an action that will continue till a certain point of time
· Blaine will have been waiting for more than five hours by the time Kurt arrives.
· Remya will have been working at the company for twelve years in 2022.
· Will they have been living in the United States for three years when they finish their postgraduate studies?
· How long will she have been playing the piano when she graduates?
· Next month, I will have been following a diet for three months.
Depicting an action or event that is the cause of another action or event that will happen in the future
· I think my sister will be exhausted when she gets here as she will have been working out for two hours continuously.
· I will be tired by the time my cousins get home because I will have been studying for many hours.
· Monica will be well-versed in all the concepts of geometry by 2022, as she will have been specialising in mathematics for more than five years.
Check Your Understanding of the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Fill in the blanks with the right form of the future perfect continuous tense in the following sentences:
1. Sam and Quinn will definitely not be that exhausted when they get here as they ______________ (drive – negative) for so long.
2. Vinita _______________ (walk) around for hours.
3. How long ______ they ______________ (play – interrogative) the guitar next year?
4. Next week, Tharun _________________ (work – negative) for more than a year.
5. In November, Devika _________________ (teach) at this school for three years.
6. We are late. I guess Aldrin and Sam ______________ (wait) for us.
7. Ashwin will be very tired when he gets home as he ______________ (exercise) for over an hour.
8. ________ Neelaveni Ma’am ____________ (train – negative interrogative) students for more than twenty years at the end of this academic year?
9. ________ you _______________ (live – interrogative) in Australia for over a year when you finish your studies?
10. When you come at 8 p.m, __________ they ______________ (practise) long enough?

The answers to the above questions are given below. Go through them to check out how far you have understood the topic.
1. Sam and Quinn will definitely not be that exhausted when they get here as they will not have been driving for so long.
2. Vinita will have been walking around for hours.
3. How long will they have been playing the guitar next year?
4. Next week, Tharun will not have been working for more than a year.
5. In November, Devika will have been teaching at this school for three years.
6. We are late. I guess Aldrin and Sam will have been waiting for us.
7. Ashwin will be very tired when he gets home as he will have been exercising for over an hour.
8. Won’t Neelaveni Ma’am have been training students for more than twenty years at the end of this academic year?
9. Will you have been living in Australia for over a year when you finish your studies?
10. When you come at 8 p.m, will they have been practising long enough?
Frequently Asked Questions on the Future Perfect Continuous Tense
Q1
What is the future perfect continuous tense?
The future perfect continuous tense is a verb tense that can be used to refer to an action that will be continuing until a certain point of time in the future. The future perfect continuous tense can also be referred to as the future perfect progressive tense as it expresses an action or event that will be progressing to a specific time in the future.
Q2
What is the definition of the future perfect continuous tense?
The Future Perfect Continuous Tense, according to the Cambridge Dictionary, is defined as a tense form used “when we are looking back to the past from a point in the future, and we want to emphasise the length or duration of an activity or event.”
Q3
What is the formula of the future perfect continuous tense?
The formula of the future perfect continuous tense is as given below.
Subject + Helping verbs (will + have + been) + Present participle form of the main
verb + the rest of the sentence.
Q4
What are the uses of the future perfect continuous tense?
Given below are the uses of the future perfect continuous tense.
· To denote an action or event that will keep going on until a certain point of time or another event in the future.
· To depict an action or event that is the cause of some other action or event that will happen in the future.
Q5
Give a few examples of the future perfect continuous tense.
Here are a few examples of the future perfect continuous tense to understand how to use the tense in sentences.
· Blaine will have been waiting for more than five hours by the time Kurt arrives.
· Remya will have been working at the company for twelve years in 2022.
· Will they have been living in the United States for three years when they finish their postgraduate studies?
· I will be tired by the time my cousins get home because I will have been studying for many hours.
· Monica will be well-versed in all the concepts of geometry by 2022, as she will have been specialising in mathematics for more than five years.


